70                                 Elizabeth.                            [1572,

other officers of every city, borough, riding and franchise ..,
shall at or before the said feast of St Bartholomew next coining
. . . make diligent search and inquiry of all aged, poor, im-
potent and decayed persons . . . , which live ... by alms of the
charity of the people . . . , and shall upon that search made,
make a register book containing the names and surnames of all
such . . . poor people . . . ; and . . . shall . . . appoint . . . meet
and convenient places by their discretions to settle the same
poor people for their habitations and abidings, if the parish
within the which they shall be found shall not or will not
provide for them ; and shall also . . - number all the said poor
people within their said several limits, and thereupon (having
regard to the number) set down what portion the weekly charge
towards the relief and sustentation of the said poor people will
amount unto within every their said limits; and that done,
they . . . shall . . . assess all the inhabitants dwelling . .. within
the said limits to such weekly charge as they and every of them
shall weekly contribute towards the relief of the said poor people,
and the names of all such inhabitants taxed shall also enter into
the said register-book together with their taxation; and also
shall . . . appoint or see collectors for one whole year to he
appointed ..., which shall collect the said proportion, and make
delivery of so much thereof... to the eaid poor people, as the
said justices . . . and other officers shall appoint them; and also
shall appoint the overseers of the said poor people by their dis-
cretions, to continue also for one whole year ; and if they do
refuse to be overseers, then every of them so refusing to forfeit
i os. for every such default,

XVII. And be it further enacted, That the mayor of the city
of London and the mayors . . . and other head officers of every
other city, borough, or town corporate . . ., and the -constables
or tithing-men of every hundred, rape and wapentake . . . shall
once every month . . . make a view and search of all the aged,
Impotent and lame persons within the precinct of their juris-
dictions, and . . . presently see the same poor people not there
born nor dwelling within the said three years (except leprous
people and bedridden people) to be conveyed... to the next con-
stable, and so from constable to constable the directest way, till
the said persons be brought to the place where he or she was